OVAC FY 2019 Appropriations Request
One Voice Against Cancer (OVAC), a broad coalition of public interest groups representing
millions of cancer patients, researchers, providers, survivors and their families, we urge you to
make funding for cancer research and prevention programs a top priority in FY 2019.
The more than 200 diseases that we call “cancer” take a tremendous toll on our nation. It is
estimated that almost 1.7 million people in the United States will be diagnosed with cancer this
year. More than 609,000 Americans will die from the disease in 2018, which translates to more
than 1,660 people a day. Recent estimates also show that cancer costs the U.S. economy more
than $216 billion annually in direct treatment costs and lost productivity, a number that will
increase dramatically as incidence rates climb.
Yet, we know that investment in research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the
National Cancer Institute (NCI) leads to lives saved. For the last 50 years, every major medical
breakthrough in cancer can be traced back to the NCI and NIH. Because of the previous
investment in cancer research, more than 15.5 million American cancer survivors are alive today,
and we are enjoying a quarter century of sustained declines in cancer mortality. That overall
decline in cancer mortality of 26 percent since 1991 amounts to 2.4 million cancer deaths
averted.
OVAC is grateful to Congress for the historic bipartisan support for the NIH and NCI in FY
2018. The federal government is by far the largest non-profit funder of cancer research and has
been involved in nearly every major advance in our understanding of this disease. Our ability to
continue to advance our knowledge depends on a commitment from Congress to grow research
funding at the NIH and NCI year over year. Quite simply, to continue the progress that has led
to medical breakthroughs for treatment and therapies for millions of cancer patients NIH and
NCI need an increased, predictable and sustained federal investment. For FY 2019, OVAC
recommends a $39.3 billion budget for NIH, including funding provided through the 21st
Century Cures Act, and $6.375 billion for the NCI.
While NIH funding has risen in recent years, funding for cancer prevention and control
programs at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has lagged. In fact, adjusted
for inflation, funding for CDC’s cancer programs has dropped by 13 percent since FY 2010.
Congress has a rare opportunity to reverse this trend and invest in CDC’s evidence-based cancer
prevention and control programs, which are saving lives in communities across the country. We
urge you to provide at least $514 million for these vital activities. The Division of Cancer
Prevention and Control (DCPC) at the CDC provides vital resources to every state for cancer
monitoring and surveillance, state cancer control planning and implementation, survivorship
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programs, and screening and awareness initiatives targeting breast, cervical, skin, prostate, colon,
and ovarian cancers.
Additionally, oncology nurses are on the front lines when it comes to providing quality cancer
care, and contribute significantly to cancer research. More funding for the Health Resources and
Services Administration’s nurse training programs is necessary to ensure enough resources to
fund a higher rate of nursing scholarships and loan repayment applications and to support other
essential endeavors to address the current and future nursing workforce shortage.
OVAC also understands the critical role of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in
fostering the development of new cancer treatments. The 21st Century Cures Act authorized the
establishment of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Oncology Center of Excellence
(OCE), the first of several planned inter-center institutes to help coordinate activities in major
disease areas. We were very pleased to see the Congressional commitment of $15 million to
these activities in the FY 2018 funding bill. For FY 2019, OVAC urges Congress to provide $20
million for the FDA’s OCE as proposed in the President’s budget.
Lastly, OVAC also recognizes the value of the Department of Defense Congressionally Directed
Medical Research Program (CDMRP) in supporting innovative and life-saving cancer research.
The CDMRP funds high-impact research for cancer prevention, detection, treatment, and
survivorship to support Service members, their families, and the American public at-large.
Below please find an overview of OVAC’s program level requests:
National Institutes of Health (NIH) - $39.3 billion, including:
•

National Cancer Institute (NCI): $6.375 billion

•

National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD): $320 million

•

National Institute on Nursing Research (NINR): $167 million

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Cancer Programs - $514 million, including:
•

National Comprehensive Cancer Control Program: $50 million

•

National Program of Cancer Registries: $65 million

•

National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program: $275 million

•

Colorectal Cancer Control Program: $70 million

•

National Skin Cancer Prevention Education Program: $5 million

•

Prostate Cancer Awareness Campaign: $35 million
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•

Ovarian Cancer Control Initiative: $9.5 million

•

Gynecologic Cancer and Education and Awareness (Johanna's Law): $7 million

•

Cancer Survivorship Resource Center: $900,000

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
• Title VIII Nursing Programs: $249 million
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) - $3.364 billion, including:
• Oncology Center of Excellence: $20 million
Once again, thank you for your continued leadership on funding issues important in the fight
against cancer. Funding for cancer research, prevention, survivorship, nursing, and the FDA
must continue to be top budget priorities in order to increase the pace of progress in the fight
against cancer. OVAC once again calls on Congress to sustain our nation’s commitment to
cancer research and prevention by increasing support for these efforts.
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